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1. Introduction 
Welcome!to!this!special!edition!of!the!newsletter!3!a!newsletter!entirely!dedicated!to!the!"Student!

Educational!Fund".!!

Since!North!Coast!Medical!Training!College!(North!Coast!MTC)!opened!its!doors!in!September!2012!for!the!

first!batch!of!students,!many!individuals!and!several!organizations!ensured!that,!through!loans!and!

sponsoring,!needy!youngsters!got!the!chance!to!undergo!training!in!healthcare.!Since!November!2015!all!

these!types!of!financial!aid!for!students!are!consolidated!in!the!Student!Educational!Fund!(SEF)!managed!by!

Community!Health!Promotion!Fund!(CHPF).!Through!this!fund,!study!loans!are!provided!in!collaboration!with!

the!Higher!Education!Loans!Board!(HELB).!Also,!for!the!poorest!youngsters,!a!limited!amount!of!funds!is!set!

aside!to!provide!extra!support!in!the!form!of!bursaries.!

The!emphasis!on!student!loans!rather!than!bursaries!appeared!appropriate!in!view!of!sustainability!and!the!

almost!guaranteed!chance!medical!and!nursing!students!have!to!obtain!a!job!after!completing!their!studies.!

The!HELB!reported!last!year!that!out!of!their!supported!students!who!completed!health!care!training,!98%!

had!a!job!within!one!month!!This!makes!the!burden!of!a!study!loan!very!tolerable.!

The!growth!of!the!school,!increases!the!need!for!support.!In!2012,!we!managed!to!help!six!of!the!19!students!

in!the!school;!in!2016,!we!have!so!far!supported!76!of!the!280!students.!Students!are!assisted!with!amounts!

ranging!from!20,000!to!150,000!KES!($!200!to!$!1,500)!per!student!per!year!!

Through!collaboration!with!various!partners,!we!try!to!ensure!that!we!contribute!most!effectively!to!

education!and!health!care!while!also!to!helping!more!and!more!students!in!a!sustainable!way.!Therefore,!we!

also!started!collaborating!with!the!local!counties.!The!county!councils!have!a!training!budget.!We!strive!to!

work!with!various!counties!through!supporting!students!from!specific!counties!with!loans!and!bursaries!with!

both!parties!bringing!in!50%!of!the!required!support.!Through!such!cooperation,!we!know!better!which!

students!needs!the!most!help!and!which!health!workers!are!needed!most!in!the!community!or!even!commit!!

the!counties!for!job!guarantees!in!the!future.!
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To!continue!supporting!students!during!their!training!and!to!give!new!students!a!chance!to!start!an!

education!in!healthcare!we!are!still!vigorously!looking!for!donations.!It!is!only!because!of!donations!from!

many!individuals!and!organizations!like!Diorapthe,!Hanze!University!Foundation!and!Cordaid!that!we!have!

been!able!to!help!the!current!students.!Over!time,!it!will!be!possible!to!issue!more!and!more!of!the!student!

loans!from!repayments!(a!start!has!been!made!this!year)!but!we!will!need!to!build!the!capital!over!the!

coming!years.!In!addition,!there!remains!a!certain!need!for!scholarships!in!addition!to!the!study!loans!to!

support!the!very!poor.!

!

2. Meet some students 

Below!we!will!introduce!you!to!six!young!people!who!work!hard!to!make!something!of!life.!They!all!have!

different!backgrounds;!stories!which!sound!familiar!in!Kenya.!But!we!think!their!stories!are!special!and!these!

youngsters,!and!many!more,!deserve!the!opportunity!we!can!give!them,!thanks!to!your!support,!through!the!

Student!Educational!Fund!!

!

Meet!Fiki!Katana!3!just!finished!her!final!exam!"Clinical!Medicine"!and!waiting!for!her!internships.!Fiki!was!

born!in!Dabaso!village!in!Kilifi!County!where!North!Coast!MTC!is!located.!

Fiki's!parents!divorced!when!she!was!still!small.!She!is!the!last!born!in!a!

family!of!five!children.!She!does!not!remember!her!father,!but!her!mother!

told!her!that!her!father!passed!away!after!they!divorced.!Her!mother!never!

went!to!school!though!she!managed!to!ensure!that!all!children!at!least!

completed!primary!school.!However,!only!Fiki!and!one!sister!managed!to!

attend!secondary!school.!Her!mother!had!a!small!business!in!fish!and!

vegetables!on!the!local!market!and!used!it!to!ensure!that!the!girls!could!go!

to!secondary.!However,!when!Fiki!had!just!started,!that!income!fell!away!

because!her!mother!became!blind.!With!the!help!of!a!sponsor,!Fiki!managed!

to!complete!high!school.!Once!again!there!was!no!money!and!she!taught!for!

some!years!at!primary!and!secondary!schools.!In!2013,!she!signed!up!at!

North!Coast!MTC.!The!church!from!her!village!held!several!fundraisers!for!

her!to!pay!part!of!the!study!and!to!help!her!to!complete,!we!managed!to!

help!her!through!the!Student!Educational!Fund.!Fiki!was!motivated!in!several!ways!to!train!as!a!clinician.!She!

is!very!motivated!to!make!healthcare!accessible!to!the!people!in!rural!areas,!the!more!so!as!her!mother’s!

blindness!was!the!consequences!of!living!with!an!untreated!chronic!disease!(high!blood!pressure)!She!also!

wants!to!be!a!role!model!for!other!girls!among!the!Giriama,!the!largest!tribe!in!the!area.!Overall,!the!level!of!

education!among!the!Giriama!is!very!low!which!in!many!areas!is!reflected!by!low!representation!of!this!tribe!

in!jobs!and!positions.!In!addition,!the!prevailing!culture!among!the!Giriama!is!that!money!spent!on!education!

of!girls!is!money!wasted.!Fiki!is!busy!proving!them!wrong!!!

!

Meet!Leonard!Atongo,!a!young!intelligent!student!from!western!Kenya.!His!mother!passed!away!when!he!

was!nine!years!old,!leaving!him!with!seven!siblings.!In!2012,!Leonard!scored!an!average!grade!of!B3minus!for!

his!secondary!school!exam.!This!is!a!good!score,!but!because!of!the!situation!at!home,!he!went!to!work!

immediately!after!the!exam!as!a!security!guard!and!later!as!a!storekeeper.!This!latter!position!he!held!with!a!

medical!organization!run!by!Dr!Samira.!The!doctor!saw!Leonard’s!talent!and!gave!him!the!opportunity!to!

grow!to!an!assistant!in!the!operating!theatre.!Over!the!years,!Leonard!managed!to!save!90,000!Kenyan!
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shilling!(approximately!$!900)!and!used!this!to!enrol!at!North!Coast!MTC!in!

2015!to!train!as!a!clinical!officer.!His!previous!boss!was!very!happy!and!

assisted!him!through!contributing!to!his!tuition!fees.!However,!the!destitute!

situation!at!home!makes!it!impossible!for!Leonard!to!even!pay!for!his!learning!

materials!and!upkeep.!His!colleague!students!have!assisted!Leonard!here!and!

there!with!some!food!and!pens!and!through!lending!him!books.!Since!2016!he!

has!received!support!through!the!Student!Educational!Fund.!A!small!

contribution!of!only!30,000!KES!($!300)!per!year!for!upkeep!and!learning!

materials,!but!a!huge!difference!to!Leonard.!

!

Meet!Paul!Mole,!a!student!of!our!first!group!that!started!in!2012.!Paul!is!the!eldest!of!

two!children!of!a!poor!family!in!Malindi,!North!of!Kilifi.!Paul's!father!tried!as!a!day!

labourer!to!bring!in!enough!money!for!his!children!to!grow!up!and!to!go!to!school.!

However,!this!was!very!difficult;!they!needed!support!from!friends!and!family.!The!

more!so!because!Paul’s!mother!could!not!contribute!at!all!to!the!household!because!

she!suffers!from!severe!mental!problems!and!barely!gets!out!of!bed.!With!several!

fundraisers!family!and!friends!ensured!that!Paul!was!able!to!start!training!in!clinical!

medicine.!However,!whatever!these!fundraisers!yielded!was!not!enough.!Over!the!

course!of!three!years,!Paul!has!therefore!been!supported!on!several!occasions!by!the!

fund.!He!is!now!doing!his!internship!at!Kilifi!hospital,!after!he!finished!his!education!at!

North!Coast!MTC,!and!in!addition!to!attending!to!his!daily!clinical!duties!there,!he!is!

also!an!active!mentor!for!his!younger!students!!In!January!2017!he!will!have!finished!

his!internship!and!he!will!be!ready!to!start!working!and!pay!the!loans!he!received.!

Paul!now!is!the!caretaker!of!his!younger!brother,!because!unfortunately!his!father!

passed!away!during!the!last!year!of!his!study.!

!

Meet!Penina!Manase,!born!and!raised!in!"Tana!River,"!an!extremely!poor!area!on!the!Kenyan!coast.!Penina!is!

the!eldest!daughter!of!a!family!of!six!children.!Her!parents!have!never!had!a!paid!job,!but!live!from!what!their!

farmland!produces.!Her!parents!believe!education!is!very!important,!and!tried!desperately!to!ensure!that!the!

children!at!least!were!able!to!complete!secondary!school.!But!there!was!no!money!for!Penina!to!continue!

studying.!Penina!soon!married!and!delivered!a!severely!handicapped!daughter!in!2007.!The!care!of!her!

daughter!made!life!difficult!for!Penina!and!her!husband.!Her!husband!tries!and!works!hard!to!generate!

income!for!the!special!care!of!the!daughter!and!to!pay!for!daily!costs.!

Through!the!business!network!of!her!husband,!they!heard!about!North!Coast!

MTC.!Her!husband!shared!this!immediately!with!Penina!as!she!was!very!keen!

to!study!nutrition.!To!meet!such!a!mutually!supportive!couple!which!is!so!

committed!to!their!handicapped!child!is!very!special.!Penina!is!a!smart!

woman!who!scored!well!in!Secondary!School!exams;!far!above!the!average!in!

the!Tana!River!area.!A!family!member!not!far!from!North!Coast!MTC!is!now!

taking!care!of!their!daughter.!The!husband!is!able!to!support!with!around!

20,000!Kenyan!shilling!($!200)!every!term!for!the!school!fees.!This,!however,!

is!not!sufficient!for!all!the!costs,!that’s!why!Penina!started!receiving!support!
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from!the!Student!Educational!Fund!this!year.!Penina!joined!North!Coast!MTC!in!2015!and!will!complete!her!

study!in!2018!!

Meet!Ester!Uchi!Tsuma!from!Kilifi!!She!is!the!lastborn!in!a!family!of!five!

children.!Both!her!parents!passed!away!when!she!was!very!young.!After!

their!death,!the!five!siblings!lived!some!time!with!an!uncle,!but!soon!enough!

they!were!send!away!to!stay!on!their!own.!Esther!is!now!23!years!old!and!

succeeding!in!completing!secondary!school!in!2012.!Two!of!the!elder!sisters!

are!married!and!have!their!own!worries!to!survive!and!have!no!

opportunities!to!contribute!anything!for!their!youngest!sister.!Only!one!

elder!brother!sometimes!cares!for!her,!but!he!also!has!his!own!family!and!

his!own!concerns.!Ester!engaged!in!some!other!small!jobs!and!business!over!

time!(selling!ice!cream,!water,!newspapers)!and!in!addition!she!wrote!to!all!

possible!authorities!to!help!her!with!her!education.!The!support!she!found!enabled!her!to!complete!

secondary!education!and!to!start!with!the!study!nutrition!in!2015.!Now!(2016),!she!knocked!on!the!door!of!

CHPF!to!ask!for!help!from!the!Student!Educational!Fund!which!she!was!given.!She!sees!the!future!in!a!

positive!way!now!and!has!a!lot!of!fun!in!her!studies.!

!

Lastly,!meet!Elijah!Mwangambo.!He!is!now!20!years!old!and!comes!from!the!area!around!the!school.!His!

father!died!when!he!was!still!very!young!and!ever!since!his!mother!took!full!care!of!him!and!his!five!siblings.!

His!mother!has!always!worked!very!hard!so!she!was!able!to!send!all!children!to!school.!She!is!convinced!

school!is!very!important;!she!never!had!the!opportunity!to!go!to!school!and!cannot!read!or!write.!She!is!

already!old!and!her!health!is!no!longer!optimal.!Fortunately!there!are!some!older!brothers!who!help!Elijah!

with!school!fees,!but!they!also!have!their!own!families!to!maintain.!It!always!has!been!

Elijah’s!dream!to!become!a!nurse.!In!his!village,!access!to!quality!care!is!limited!and!

he!wants!to!help!his!village!with!first!aid!and!preventive!care;!he!knows!where!and!

what!help!is!needed!in!his!home!environment.!He!registered!to!train!as!a!nurse!in!

2015!but!was!not!able!to!raise!the!school!fees.!He!has!some!help!from!another!older!

brother!and!he!was!able!to!save!up!some!money!by!working!in!an!internet!café.!

However,!most!of!that!money!was!needed!to!help!to!pay!the!costs!for!the!care!of!his!

mother.!So!with!the!support!he!has!received!from!the!Student!Educational!Fund!in!

September!2016,!he!has!now!started!his!training!as!a!nurse!!

!

This!was!just!a!small!number!of!the!stories!we!hear!regularly!in!Kenya.!Sad!stories,!but!also!inspiring!stories.!

If!you!feel!inspired,!please!help!us!and!send!your!donation!through!the!Wanawa!Foundation!(Stichting!

Wanawa)!in!Netherlands!or!directly!to!Community!Health!Promotion!Fund!in!Kenya.!

3. Student Educational Fund and Cordaid 
CHPF!has!partnered!with!the!Wanawa!Foundation!and!Cordaid!in!Nederland.!On!behalf!of!CHPF,!the!

Wanawa!Foundation!has!committed!itself!to!raise!funds!in!the!Netherlands!for!the!Student!Educational!

Fund.!The!Wanawa!Foundation!is!a!small!foundation!of!volunteers,!which!was!started!by!Jane!Sijl!in!2005.!

The!mission!of!the!foundation!is!to!bring!positive!changes!in!the!areas!of!education,!health!and!employment!

in!Kenya.!Wanawa!wants!to!achieve!this!through!collaboration!with!local!projects!in!Kenya.!CHPF!and!

Wanawa!requested!support!from!Cordaid!for!the!Student!Educational!Fund.!!
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Cordaid!believes!that!no!one!should!be!excluded!from!safety,!basic!services!like!healthcare!and!

opportunities.!Cordaid!has!a!strong!focus!on!entrepreneurs!and!youth,!as!they!believe!they!are!key!change!

agents!in!establishing!peace!and!prosperity.!Cordaid!has!assisted!in!building!government!systems!that!are!

sustainable!and!responsive!to!community!needs.!They!launched!Results3Based!Financing!(RBF)!for!healthcare!

and!expanded!RBF!to!education,!and!security!and!justice!programs.!The!Student!Educational!Fund!is!also!a!

result3based!financing!system.!With!the!knowledge!of!HELB,!as!we!mentioned!in!our!introduction,!we!know!

the!student!educational!fund!can!work!very!well!as!a!revolving!fund.!Money!will!go!out!as!loans,!but!will!

return!in!some!years,!to!be!able!to!help!others!again.!Thanks!to!Cordaid!we!will!receive!25%!on!top!of!all!

donation!received!through!the!Wanawa!Foundation!in!the!Netherlands!!

In!short,!CHPF!and!the!Wanawa!Foundation!have!the!following!plans!for!the!coming!years:!

•! Kenya!has!a!severe!shortage!of!health!workers!and!high3quality!medical!education.!North!Coast!MTC!

was!founded!in!a!rural,!disadvantaged!area,!where!it!helps!to!reduce!this!shortage!and!shortfall.!To!provide!a!

sustainable!solution,!the!school!fees!are!affordable!for!the!middle!class!in!Kenya!and!running!costs!of!the!

school!can!be!met!from!the!fees.!For!young!people!who!cannot!afford!the!school!fees,!CHPF!established!the!

Student!Educational!Fund.!From!this!fund!student!loans!(revolving!fund)!and!bursaries!are!offered.!To!

increase!the!revolving!fund!and!to!support!students!with!loans,!our!goal!is!to!raise!6.5!million!KES!($!65,000)!

in!the!next!six!months.!In!the!short!term!(2016/2017)!we!will!be!able!to!assist!100!students!to!start!with!a!

health!care!study!and!to!escape!from!the!cycle!of!poverty!and!find!jobs!after!completion!of!their!studies.!In!

the!longer!term!(2020),!this!leads!to!a!fund!that!continuously!is!able!in!a!sustainable!way!(of!repayments)!to!

support!many!cash3strapped!students!and!therefore!each!year!we!will!provide!the!health!sector!employees,!

especially!in!the!disadvantaged!rural!areas.!

•! After!achieving!our!first!goal!3!$!65,000!and!100!students!receiving!support!3!our!dream!and!target!is!

to!have!a!revolving!fund!for!student!loans!to!the!tune!of!20!million!KES!($!200,000)!per!year!to!enable!about!

300!poor!bright!youth!in!Kenya!to!train!in!the!health!care!sector!per!year!!If!you!support!our!dream!and!want!

to!help!us!change!health!training!and!health!care!in!Kenya,!please!make!a!donation.!!If!you!have!any!

questions,!feel!free!to!contact!us!at:!pm@chpfund.org,!jane@wanawa.nl,!marianne@chpfund.org.!!

Donations!are!welcome!via!Foundation!Wanawa:!GB24!RABO!011!04!55!657!quoting:!CHPF!or!if!you!are!

based!in!Kenya!directly!to!Community!Health!Promotion!Fund,!Commercial!Bank!of!Africa,!Nyali!Centre,!Links!

Road,!Mombasa.!P.O!Box!90681380100!GPO,!Mombasa.!Account!number:!7676210018,!Swift/Bic!code!

CBAFKENX,!Kenyan!shilling!account.!

Note:!if!you!are!not!based!in!Kenya,!we!request!if!you!can!support!through!Wanawa!Foundation!as!that!way,!

Cordaid!will!top!up!25%!of!every!amount!donated.!

!

4. Newspaper article: “HELB’s new strategy to raise more loanable 
funds” 
!

Below!is!the!article!that!recently!appeared!in!the!newspaper!in!Kenya;!Business!Daily!1st!September!2016!!

!

!

!
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